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VOTE NO on Amendment 4

The Bishops of Florida, including Bishop 
Gregory Parkes, issued the following 
statement to express their opposition to 

Florida’s extreme Abortion Amendment.

Florida Amendment 4, which will appear on Florida’s November 
2024 ballot, is an extreme proposal that legalizes full-term abortion 
with no protections for the preborn child, including when the child 
is capable of feeling pain.

This proposed amendment to our state constitution would 
prohibit all restrictions on abortion before viability and create a 
broad exception that any healthcare provider could exploit to allow 
abortion up to birth.

Furthermore, the amendment would effectively overturn or seri-
ously jeopardize common-sense state laws that have regulated abor-
tion for years. These include basic health and safety requirements 
for clinics where abortions are performed, requiring a physician to 
perform abortions, informed consent requirements, laws limiting 
public funding of abortion, and parental consent requirements 
before a minor’s abortion. * These risks demonstrate the extreme 
nature of the amendment.

We urge all Floridians of goodwill to stand against the legaliza-
tion of late-term abortion and oppose the abortion amendment. 

In doing so, we will not only protect the weakest, most innocent, 
and most defenseless of human life among us but also countless 
women throughout the state from the harms of abortion.

Human life is sacred. The dignity of the human person is 
the foundation of a moral vision of society. Direct attacks on 
innocent persons are never morally acceptable, at any stage or 
in any condition.

In our state, human life is repeatedly being destroyed by abor-
tion. Over 84,000 vulnerable and voiceless children were aborted 
in Florida in 2023.

This matter concerning the respect for human dignity and the 
fundamental value of human life is of grave importance to both our 
Church and our state. The threat of abortion remains our pre-em-
inent public policy priority. Therefore, we support a coordinated 
campaign to mobilize against the proposed amendment. To this 
end, we offer a prayer to defeat Amendment 4 “[see above]”.

* Florida law distinguishes between parental consent prior to 
a minor’s abortion (Ch. 390.01114(5), which would be invalidated 
by Amendment 4, and parental notice of a minor’s abortion  
(Ch. 390.01114(4)), which would be retained.  

FROM BISHOP PARKES

Prayer to Defeat Florida’s 
Abortion Amendment

Ever-living God, you give life and  
desire a future for all your children. 
Take hold of our nation, state, and  
community and awaken in every heart 
awe for the gift of life. Send your 
Spirit to strengthen us with wisdom 
and fortitude as we defend mothers 
and children in Florida from laws that 
disregard their health and safety.

Mary and Joseph trusted in you and 
welcomed Jesus into our broken world. 
God Almighty, we ask their intercession 
to protect the preborn and their mothers, 
and to guide all parents in raising their 
children. May they help us build a 
civilization of love by upholding the 
sacredness of life and accompanying 
pregnant women in need.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

TO LEARN MORE AND TO GET INVOLVED,
visit www.tooextremeforfl.com
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